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; top BovRrnmpent gfficial
shid yesterday, that .the Nixpn
administration hag, determined
tg locate all fature fedepal of-
figes for ‘the W shington areg
within the bard rs of the Dis-|.
triet of Columbia, , :
‘Arthur I, Sampson, public/
bylldings service | cofmmis- |1
siginer of the General Services |1
Administration, sajd the deei, |¢
sial marked ‘& major change
(in: poliey” for. the administra- |1
‘tian. Government Mnions. and |5
cvil rights graups havels
'sharply criticized the govern-|i
ment in the past fog relocating |1
|major federal offices in the;
subiirbs, ;
| Sampson, addressing thelr
{District's real estate and fi-
|nafcial communities, said that |y
|'GSA “will lease spgce in D.C,
ionly” and would 8o outside|]
the’ ¢ity only fop “gompelling|]
reagans” in cases. involving|1
only small work units. . -
| £ sald  peeded .additional|i
fedgral office space in the city|1
“will" be located in : “modern, |1
| funétional buildings” 1eased|]
;ffron; private de\:elopers. i

| 'See BUILDING, Al5, Col. 1
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BUILDING, From Al

Such a. policy would in-
dicate that the govr‘xnment in-
tends to spur new construc-
tion to help the District’s
troubled huilding industry.’

As an example ‘of the lim-
ited facilities that could be lo-
cated outside the , District in
the future, Sampson cited a
request by a smal]l number of
food inspectors to relocate in
Fairfax, because their work
was 1n that geographic area.

The pohcy change appar-

ently evolved—hut was not.

made public during the past
year an a half, fol]owmg an
exéclitive order by President
Nixon in February 1970, That
order requires, among other
things, that federal projects
be Iocated in areas where the
economic. need is greatest and
where adequate housmd is
available for employees.

The meaning of the new
policy for the construction in-
dustry, Sampson sald is:

“Start construf'tmg office
bulldings' in areas that will
have a socio-economic impact
omy, D.C. Build them to our
quahty standards and offer
thé space at reasonable and
competitive prices, As space
requirements develop, we will
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U S. Will Try to Locate
Area Offlces in District

lease these buildings.”

To emphasize the impor-i

tance of the decision, Samp-
son said that leases had :re-
cently been signed with pri-
vate developers for major new
structures in the city r with
nearly 1.6 million square feet
of space.

They will house employees
currently working in. ‘“‘second-
rate space” within the Digtrict,
said Sampson, and willl also
provide space for other un-
named federal agencies.; The
four projects mentioned, two

already under construction,
are:
¢ New Federal Power Com-

mission headquarters at 825
North Capitol St. NE, 234,200
square feet.

® Treasury and Interior De-
partments office space at 23d
Street and Virginia Avenue
NW, 422,000 square feet.

e Labor Department space
at 8th and D Streets | NW,
435,000 square feet.

® Transportation  and

Health, Education apnd Wel-

fare Departments office gpace
at 2100 2d St. SW, 480,000
square feet. .
The long-term impaet of the
new policy is expected to help
halt business’ abandoning of
the inner city for the suburbs
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and perhaps halt the trend
of the city’s population be-
coming even more predomin-
antly black. At present, ihe
‘eity’s population is 71 per
gent black.

Recent government offlce‘

moves to the suburbs. have
brought loud protests from
unijons
and civil rights activists. Op+

ponents of the moves to the|,
suburbs say that such moves| .

work great hardship on black
employees who must travel
long distances to their jobs
and who cannoi, even if they
so desire, find Housing near
their new offices.

One case, a 1970 move by
HEW to the Parklawn Build-
ing in Rockville, went to
c¢ourt, but the judge upheld
the move.

Sampson also emphasized
GSA’s support for locating a
sports arena in downtown
Washington and not in the
suburbs. Asked about develop-
ments near the D.C. line —
which could overlap into Mary-
land or Virginia — Sampson
§aid they would gain approval
for federal occupancy only if
D.C. benefits and if the Dis-
trict government were to ap-
prove such a project.

Sampson spoke at a meet-
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ing called by the Washington
Board of Realtors. ‘

.Another speaker Melvin Af
Mister, RLA executive direct-|
or, announced streamlined pro- l
cedures for marketing avr
able development sites, I
said the new procedures wou’
réverse a “trend toward cdg.
tinual deterioration” in "the
city’s central core.

Mister said the new ap-
proach was developed to elim-
inate much-criticized and cum-
bersome procedures previous-
ly followed.

Approved For Release 2002/02/19 : CIA-RDP86-00244R000200510012-6



